Southfield-Lathrup freshman is one of state's fastest sprinters
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•         
Standing in front of the concession stand at Southfield-Lathrup, Jordan Clark looks like your typical freshman.  
Just over 5 feet tall and dressed in a Lathrup warm-up suit, she is holding two prized possessions: two teddy bears.
The bears came from two of her school friends who believed her when she said she needed some teddy bears, and she 
promised to bring them something in return. She didn't come through.
"I was just playing around," she explained. But she dismissed the idea that she did her friends wrong.
"They probably already had" the teddy bears. Typical freshman high jinks, but Clark isn't your typical freshman.
She has established herself as one of the fastest sprinters in the state.

A star at Shumake
That fact was slammed home when she won the 100 and 200 meters at the Shumake Relays at Detroit Renaissance on April 26. 
Her 12.27 time in the 100-meter dash was just ahead of Romulus' Christienne Linton (12.32), and she won the 200 in 26 
seconds flat.

Because Clark has been running in the 12s since her days as a sixth-grader in her track club, the Southfield Mustangs, Lathrup 
coach Ravi Smith isn't the least bit surprised.

"She's as talented as anyone I've seen personally, especially around here," said Smith, who ran for the University of Michigan. 
"Every state record within the next few years could fall if she puts forth the work. "If her work matches her talent, then the sky is 
the limit."

Smith has a point. Clark's times would have placed her third in the 100 and sixth in the 200 at last year's Division 1 state meet.

National potential
Smith knew he had something special when Clark was running for the Mustangs and her times were besting most of his more 
experienced sprinters on the Southfield-Lathrup varsity. But he has more in mind for Clark than state supremacy. Smith thinks 
Clark has the potential to be one of the top sprinters in the country.

"She's already one of the top sprinters in the state," Smith said. "I would like to see her become one of the top three in the 
country. She's gifted, but there's still that freshman immaturity there." So Clark has work to do.
"She has a lot of natural speed, but her mechanics need a lot of improvement, and that's got to be the focus," Smith said. "She 
doesn't come out of the blocks particularly well at this point. ... She can drop down to the mid-11s in the next year or so."

Welcome to high school
Clark also is adjusting to the pace of varsity meets, where she may have to run 15 minutes after a demanding race; heats are 
more spread out at the middle school level.

"Some maturing needs to take place," Smith said. "As a freshman, she probably works harder than the other freshmen, but I 
would like to see her work a lot harder. ... That's going to be the key to her improvement and getting to the top level in the 
country."
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These three 15-year-olds have been running together since they were about 8. From left: Lathrup teammates Chelsea 
Gholston, Jewel Thomas and Clark.
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"Every state record within the next few years could fall if she puts forth the work," says Southfield-Lathrup high School coach 
Ravi Smith of freshman Jordan Clark, above.
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Assistant track coach Dwayne Mims, 48, of Southfield talks to, from left, Clark, Thomas and Gholston at practice May 11.
